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Sweden & Finland, Gerd Pettersson Kristina Ström
Remote consultation between special educators 
and teachers in rural schools in Sweden
Rural schools in Sweden exist in sparsely populated areas. The 
schools face a number of challenges; financial, pedagogical, 
competence-related etc. Mostly special educational expertise is 
lacking, challenging the principle of equal access to educational 
support. Special educators placed in community centres have long 
distances to rural schools. One way of overcoming the distance 
is to use communication technology for special educational 
consultation. Remote consultation between special educators and 
teachers in rural schools is a type of digital innovation in special 
needs education provision. Special educators working in a rural 
municipality in Northern Sweden tried out remote consultation 
by using communication technology. The aim of the study is to 
contribute to increased knowledge of how special educators 
implement remote special educational consultation to rural teachers 
with communication technology as a tool. The empirical data consist 
of recordings of consultation sessions between special educators 
and rural teachers. The findings show that the special educators 
carry out and enable remote consultation by using several strategies; 
preparing consultation, getting familiar with technology and making 
use of context related knowledge, observation data and professional 
competence. The findings indicate that remote consultation with 
communication technology is a promising strategy for special 
educational consultation for rural schools.
Reference: Pettersson,G.&Ström,K. (2020). Remote consultation between 
special educators and teachers in rural schools in Sweden Education in the 
North, 27(2) pp.56-72. http://umu.diva-portal.org/smash/get/diva2:1511826/
FULLTEXT01.pdf

Finland, Christel Sundqvist 
Moving Towards the Inclusive School: Teacher 
Collaboration as a Key Aspect in the Development 
of Inclusive Practices
The article discusses the complexity of organizing and implementing 
inclusive practices for students with special educational needs. 
It argues for the importance of redirecting the special education 
competence in schools towards the general education setting by 
using productive areas of collaboration between special education 
teachers and other teachers. Collaboration is a commonly 
misunderstood concept, often confused with more shallow or short-
term concepts such as co-operation. Collaboration occurs when 
two or more people are sharing interactions and working together 
to achieve a common goal. Two models of inclusive collaborative 
approaches that could be further developed and established are the 
consulting teacher model and the co-teaching model. These models 
include shared goals, shared interactions, shared activities and 
entail shared expertise. Old structures in school are often blocking 
the possibility for establishing new ways of working together. In 
the Nordic countries the models are visible but still not strongly 
established Sweden seems to be a forerunner when it come s to 
the consulting model, while the use of co-teaching seems to be 
emphasized more in Finland than in other Nordic countries. 
Reference: Hanssen, N., Ström, K. & Hansén, S-E (2021). Dialogues 
between Western and Eastern Europe on the development of inclusion. 
Theoretical and practical perspectives. Routledge.
e-mail of Christel Sundqvist: christel.sundqvist@nord.no
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Dear colleagues, we are happy to announce this Newsletter, hoping 
to meet some of you during the NERA-2021 conference, 3-5 
November at the University of Southern Denmark in Odense.
https://www.sdu.dk/en/om_sdu/institutter_centre/ikv/nera_2021

We publish 2 Newsletters each year, focussing on research issues 
of inclusive practices and theoretical perspectives as well, as on the 
multiple tensions between inclusive, special and general education. 
The plan is also to have a special issue each year that will focus 
on our topic in the international context,- on different countries or 
areas outside the Nordic network countries. An idea for the first one 
is Russia or the Baltic countries, which will be issued at the end of 
2021. You are very welcome to share your research experiences, in 
the form of published PhD theses, articles in peer-reviewed journals, 
introduction of the granted research projects, research reports, etc.
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Just published:
Hanssen, N., Ström, K. & Hansén, S-E (2021). Dialogues between Western and Eastern Europe on the development of inclusion. 
Theoretical and practical perspectives. Routledge.

Lekang,T. & Moen, T. (Eds) (2021) Tilpasset opplæring og tidlig innsats i ordinær undervisning og i spesialundervisning.  
Universitetsforlaget. https://www.universitetsforlaget.no/tilpasset-opplaering-og-tidlig-innsats 

Désirée von Ahlefeld Nisser (2021): Professionella pedagogiska samtal för en inkluderande skolkultur. Studentlitteratur. 
https://www.studentlitteratur.se/kurslitteratur/lararutbildning-och-pedagogik/handledning-och-vagledning/professionella-pedagogiska-
samtal-for-en-inkluderande-skolkultur/

Ernst, T-D., Söderlund, G., Westman Andersson, G., Berhanu, G.& Gerrbo, I. (2020). Utvärdering av kompetensutvecklingsinsatsen 
Specialpedagogik för lärande (SFL) RIPS: Rapporter från Institutionen för pedagogik och specialpedagogik, nr 20,  
University of Gothenburg https://gupea.ub.gu.se/bitstream/2077/67206/1/gupea_2077_67206_1.pdf
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Norway, Berit H. Johnsen
Research project: International Classroom Studies  
of Inclusive Practices
In 2006, seven European universities started a joint research project 
on development towards inclusion with focus on teaching-learning 
processes and psychosocial wellbeing in the community of the class 
(WB 04/06). The cooperation is described and discussed in three 
anthologies (Johnsen, Ed. 2013; 2014; 2020). The joint research issue 
was: How does the school teach in accordance with pupils’ different 
levels of mastery and needs for support in the learning process? What 
are the recourses, barriers and dilemmas in the schools’ development 
towards inclusion? (Johnsen, 2013). Seven qualitative studies were 
conducted and analysed as: “International Classroom Studies of 
Inclusive Practices” (Johnsen et al. 2020). Following relational aspects 
were in focus: The pupil/s – Assessment - Educational intentions 
- Educational content - Class organisation and teaching methods 
– Communication - Care - Context. It may come as a surprise how 
many similar “inclusive practices” were found, such as a) the central 
role dedicated to the class teacher, b) the importance of cooperation 
between ordinary- and special needs educators; c) the great 
awareness of pupils’ well-being, d) a number of barriers and dilemmas. 
The studies invite to further research on individual- and class curriculum 
critique and development as well as professional application.
Reference: Johnsen, B. H., (Eds et all) (2020). International classroom Studies 
of Inclusive Practices. Comparing Teaching-Learning Processes. Oslo: Cappelen 
Damm Akademisk

Sweden, Nina Klang, Ingrid Olsson, Jenny Wilder, 
Gunilla Lindqvist, Niclas Fohlin and Claes Nilholm 
A Cooperative Learning Intervention to Promote 
Social Inclusion in Heterogeneous Classrooms
Concerning challenges with the social inclusion of children with special 
educational needs (SEN), it is imperative to evaluate teacher interventions 
that promote social inclusion. This study aimed to investigate the effects 
of cooperative learning (CL) intervention on social inclusion. In addition, 
it was investigated to what degree CL implementation affected the 
outcomes. Fifty-six teachers of 958 fifth-grade children were randomly 
selected to intervention and control groups upon recruitment to the 
study. The intervention teachers received training and coaching in 
CL and implemented this approach three to four times a week for 
15 weeks. The results showed a significant but small effect of CL on 
children’s social acceptance, but no significant effect on children’s 
friendships and perceptions of classroom relationships. The degree of 
CL implementation had effect on children’s social acceptance, but the 
effect was not consistent across social acceptance measures as a friend 
or a groupmate. Thus, it can be concluded that CL, conducted with the 
length and intensity of this study, may not lead to substantial changes in 
the social inclusion of children with SEN. In future studies, more focus 
needs to be devoted to teacher implementation of the CL approach.
Reference: Klang, N., Olsson, I., Wilder, J., Lindqvist, G., Fohlin, N., & Nilholm, 
C. (2020). A cooperative learning intervention to promote social inclusion in 
heterogeneous classrooms. Frontiers in Psychology, 11, 586489-586489. 
https://doi.org/10.3389/fpsyg.2020.586489

Island: Guidelines for the support of mother tongues 
and active plurilingualism in schools and afterschool 
programs 
Here is a new project that I have been involved in: 
A new document issued by the Ministry of Education, Science and 
Culture in Iceland: 
The guidlines is issued in three languages: Icelandic, English and Polish 
and here is a short introduction:
The guidelines “Languages of the heart” discuss the importance of 
supporting the active plurilingualism of children and young people 
in preschools, compulsory schools, afterschool programs, and in 
upper secondary schools, developing co-operation with parents and 
strengthening communications with children in their daily work. The 
guidelines also contain advice, instructions, and useful information for 
parents, schools, and afterschool program providers.

Access to a free and on-line version: http://www.modurmal.com/
leidarvisir/

Norway & Italy, Heidrun Demo, Kari Nes, Hege 
Merete Somby, Anna Frizzarin & Sofia Dal Zovo 
In and out of class – what is the meaning for inclusive 
schools? Teachers’ opinions on push-and pull-out in 
Italy and Norway
In a cross-country collaboration, teachers from Italy and Norway 
compulsory schools have expanded on the use of push-and pull-
out in inclusive school systems. Interviews were conducted by the 
use of vignettes describing scenarios with students who spent time 
out of class. Situations in two different contexts were designed for 
the vignettes, including a description of some students, their class 
and the available resources. The main finding is that most teachers’ 
opinions were sensitive to the context, here the way teaching and 
learning activities were organised. When presented for a traditional 
teacher-centred class situation (context 1), most of the respondents 
thought pull-out was a good solution for some students under 
certain conditions. Presented with the more differentiated and pupil-
centred context 2, a clear majority found that the described learning 
environment would meet the educational and social needs of all 
learners within class, regardless of disabilities or learning challenges. 
An interesting finding was that the interviewees described several 
conditions which they meant were relevant for the attribution of a 
negative or positive meaning to push- and pull-out (context 1) or  
‘all in’ (context 2). For instance, a key factor was amount of time  
spent out of class.
Reference: Heidrun Demo, Kari Nes, Hege Merete Somby, Anna Frizzarin & 
Sofia Dal Zovo (2021). In and out of class – what is the meaning for inclusive 
schools? Teachers’ opinions on push-and pull-out in Italy and Norway, 
International Journal of Inclusive Education,  
DOI: 10.1080/13603116.2021.1904017

Liya K-Magnusson: liakaa@hig.se;     Natalia B Hanssen: natallia.b.hanssen@nord.no;     Anne Lindblom: anne.lindblom@inn.no

Nordic research on inclusive education

CALENDAR 
EARLI 23 - 27 AUGUST 2021- online conference. “Education and Citizenship: Learning and Instruction and the 
Shaping of Futures “. Registration now open. https://earli.org/EARLI2021

AERA 2022 San Diego, California https://www.aera.net/Events-Meetings/Annual-Meeting/Future-Annual-Meetings

AERA 2023, Chicago, Illinois

NNDR https://nndr.org/conferences/ May 2023. Reykjavík, Iceland 

ECER (EERA) - 2022, Yerevan, https://eera-ecer.de/ecer-2022-yerevan/
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